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certainly no sanction provided against the Government in law when
it prostitutes the law itself to its own base ends. When therefore a
Government thus becomes lawless in an organized manner, civil
disobedience becomes a sacred duty and is the only remedy open
specially to those who had no hand in the making of the Govern-
ment or its laws. Another remedy there certainly is, and that is
armed revolt, Civil disobedience is a complete, effective and
bloodless substitute. And it is as well that by exemplary restraint
and discipline in the way of submission to unjust and even illegal
orders we hare created the necessary atmosphere for civil disobe-
dience. For thereby on the one hand the tyrannical nature of the
Government has been made more manifest, and on the other by
willing obedience we have fitted ourselves for civil disobedience.
It is equally as well that civil disobedience is being confined
even now to the smallest area possible. It must be admitted that
it is an abnormal state, even as a corrupt and unpopular Government
should be in civilized society like disease an abnormal state. There-
fore, only when a citizen has disciplined himself in the art of volun-
tary obedience to the state laws is he justified on rare occasions deli-
berately but non-violently to disobey them, and expose himself to the
penalty of the breach. If then we are to achieve the maximum
result in the minimum of time, whilst fiercest disobedience is going
on in a limited area, perfect submission to the laws must be yielded
in all the other parts so as to test the nation's capacity for voluntary
obedience and for understanding the virtue of civil disobedience.
Any unauthorized outbreak of disobedience, therefore, in any part
of India will most certainly damage the cause and will betray
an unpardonable ignorance of the principles of civil disobedience.
We must expect the Government to take the strictest measures
to suppress this impending defiance of authority, for on it depends
its very existence. Its instinct of self-preservation alone will actuate
measures of repression adequate for suppression. And if it fails, the
Government of necessity disappears. That is, it either bends to
the national will or it is dissolved. The greatest danger lies in
violence breaking out anywhere by reason of provocation. But it
would be wrong and unmanly to invite the sternest measures and
then to be incensed against them, apart from the fact that it will
be a breach of our solemn pledge of non-violence. I may be ar-
rested, thousands who take part in the peaceful revolt may also
be arrested, imprisoned, even tortured. The rest of India must not
lose its head. When the proper time comes, the rest of India may
respond by undertaking civil disobedience and inviting arrests,
imprisonments and tortures. It is the sacrifice of the innocent